Wupperthal is now FLO certified!

We are proud to announce that
Wupperthal Rooibos has been
certified by the Fair Trade Label-
ling Organisation (FLO). Our cli-
ents may now buy Wupperthal
Rooibos with the assurance that it
has been fairly produced and
traded in line with internationally
accepted fair trade standards.

In the past year our organisation
has taken a number of steps to
improve our management and
governance, and to engage our
members more closely in the or-
ganisation. In February we decided
that our organisation was compli-
ant with the exacting standards of
FLO for small growers, and we
applied for registration and certifi-
cation.

Following a thorough but success-
ful inspection we have now been
awarded our FLO certificate of
compliance.

Because Wupperthal is a church
community, a misconception had
arisen that only church members
could be members of the organisa-
tion. This has never been the case,
and we process and market rooi-
bos from a few neighbouring farm-
ers who are not church members.

in touch with us, or with Ben Kaukler of
TopQualiTea (TopQualiTea@t-online.de)

Wupperthal Rooibos is taking our place
in the tea business, and we would like to
establish long-term relationships with fair
traders everywhere. Please contact:

The Chairperson
Wupperthal Rooibos Tea Association
Telephone: ++27 (0)27 492 3417

We would like to invite all inter-
ested buyers of FLO certified Wup-
perthal Organic Rooibos Tea to get

Dispossession of the first people of
South Africa by colonial settlerscre-
ated a pattern of land ownership
that wasfurtherentrenched by the
apartheid regime. In the rooibos
producing areasonly tiny pockets of
land remained in the ownership of
mission stations like Wupperthal.

Outside the missionsit wasvery diffi-
cult for people to hold onto land if
they were not classfied as“white”

by the government. Very few families
in the Suid Bokkeveld (home of the
Heiveld Co-operative) managed to
do so.

The Suid Bokkeveld and Wupperthal
are situated to the east of the moun-
tains, in the most drought prone parts
of the production area. Although this
meansthat the quality of theirrooi-
bosisthe highest, it also resultsin
lower production

The severe drought of the pasttwo
yearshashad a very hard impacton

Fax: ++27 (0)27 492 3720
E-Mail: info@wupperthal.co.za

farmersin these areas. Some have
lost alltheirrooibosplantations,
and have to start again thisyear (if
the rainsare generousenough!)

The situation for white farmersis
very different. They had the pick of
the land, and for thisreason the
highest production is from white-
owned estates. For many genera-
tionsthese farmersreceived gener-
ousgovernment support. They
were able to exploita labour force
that wasdenied itshuman rights
and notallowed to join trade un-
ions. Today, these farmsare highly
capitalized.

Thiswillexplain why costsare much
lower on the FLO certified rooibos
estates. Furthermore wagesare
higher on the small farms. The small-
scale farmer organizations have
seta minimum wage levelthatis
approximately 70% higher than on
the estates.

Agreement with Ben
Kaukler of TopQualiTea

After years of struggling to obtain fair
prices for our rooibos, Wupperthal this
year signed an agreement with Ben
Kaukler of TopQualiTea.

The agreement was signed on behalf of
Wupperthal Rooibos by the Chairperson,

Mr. Hannes Ludick.

In terms of the agreement, TopQualiTea
will market this year’s crop of Wupperthal

rooibos at a fair price to fair traders in
Europe and North America.

From 2006 Wupperthal will market its
own rooibos in collaboration with the
Heiveld Co-operative (see inside).
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Ben Kaukler and Wupperthal
Rooibos Chairperson Hannes
Ludick after the signing cere-

Small farmersneed to survive, and

they need to earn enough money

to capitalize theirfarmsand buy

more land. Asa fair trade buyer,

please support usby buying the

right rooibosat the right prices!
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Wupperthal



Wupperthal lies on the western slopes
of the beautiful Cederberg mountains,
and is part of the unique Cape Floral
Kingdom. This is an area of high bio-
diversity and it is home to rooibos.

Rooibos is one of nature’s gifts to the
human race. Our forefathers first dis-
covered how to use rooibos, and we

proudly carry that tradition forward in
the 21st Century.

Rooibos contains high levels of anti-

oxidants, is tannin- and caffeine-free,
and is the ideal drink for people with

allergies.

With such a great natural product, it
makes sense to produce it in a natural
way. We care about our environment,
and in keeping with our conservation

Last year some Wupperthal rooi-
bos was sold via a South African
trader who paid a regular market
price for our product. We have
been informed that this rooibos is
now being offered to the market
as FLO certified fairly traded rooi-
bos.

We would like to ask all fair trad-
ers to avoid buying this product,
as it was not sold at prices that
were beneficial to our producers.

In the days of the Cape Colony, the
land of our forefathers was taken by
force by white settlers. Using their
guns and horses, they imposed their
way of life on our ancestors, and
forced them to live on farms or in
towns, and to work as slaves or
poorly-paid labourers.

In the early 1800s, the only options
open to people of colour in the Cape
were to work under slave-like condi-
tions for farmers, to escape into the
deserts beyond the borders, or to join
a mission community. In those days,

philosophy our farmers use no toxic
pesticides or any artificial fertilisers on
our rooibos tea.

We believe that human kind must live
in harmony with nature and with this
we want to keep our natural re-
sources as undisturbed as possible.
This also makes for a better life for
our farmers, who are not exposed to
dangerous chemicals.

Wupperthal rooibos is certified or-
ganic by LACON. Our farmers abide
by the guidelines for organic produc-
tion, and understand the importance
of maintaining high standards of com-
pliance.

This is our offering: the finest rooibos
tea, produced naturally!

Woupperthal offered a haven for peo-
ple who wanted to avoid ill-treatment
from white farmers.

The apartheid regime did little to
change the way farming was done in
South Africa. Workers did not enjoy
basic human and labour rights.
Through those dark years Wupperthal
remained a haven for people wanting
to live their own lives with some de-
gree of freedom.

Our church has been a haven for us,
and although our forefathers lost their
languages and much of their culture,

they did keep their knowledge of rooi-
bos.

Wupperthal today is a peaceful com-
munity of farmers. Apart from the
main village of Wupperthal, there are
a number of picturesque villages situ-
ated in the surrounding valleys.

We not only grow rooibos, but also
keep goats and sheep, and grow
fruits and vegetables in irrigated gar-
dens. Each household does not have
much land, but our rooibos sales help
us to educate our children and afford
decent medical treatment
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The name “Wupperthal Rooibos” is syn-
onymous with quality, and for years our
products have been marketed in Europe
by a number of traders. In the past we
have not exported our own product, and
this has been linked to relatively low
prices.

We are one of only two small scale rooi-
bos producer organisations in the world.
Since our ancestors lost their land to
white settlers in the colonial era, our
people have struggled to get a toehold in
the land of our ancestors.

Over 98% of South African rooibos
comes from large scale estates. These
farms are owned by white farmers. Our
people, the descendants of the original
land users, work on these farms as
poorly paid labourers.

n the last few years our sister organisa-
tion, the Heiveld Co-operative has made
a name for itself on the International
Market. The certification of Heiveld's
products via EcoCert and FLO has given
clients the assurance compliance with
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In the past, the beneficiaries of fair trade in
South Africa have had very little contact
with one another. Small-scale farmers
have benefited from direct contact with
their trading partners, but have had little
opportunity to share experiences and
views with others in similar situations.

Workers on big estates have been even
more isolated. In South Africa trade union-
ism on farms was suppressed by the for-
mer government. On some FLO certified
estates the situation has not changed
much since the advent of democracy in
1994. Workers have little opportunity to
link up with workers on other estates.
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the highest environmental and social stan-
dards. It should therefore come as no sur-
prise that Heiveld rooibos is highly sought
after.

At a meeting between the boards of the
two organisations in February this year, it

This situation gave rise to the formation of
South Africa’s first representative organi-
sation of fair trade beneficiaries, AFIT —
the Association for Fairness In Trade.

In March 2005 a group of delegates from
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was decided to co-operate more closely to
strengthen the position of both organisa-
tions.

An agreement was reached in terms of
which the two organisations are working
together closely and support each other in
capacity development.

The experience of the Heiveld has helped
Wupperthal become FLO certified. Wup-
perthal tea maker Willem Farmer has at-
tended a training course on food safety
hosted by the Heiveld, and administrator
Marice Goes has completed an internship
with the Heiveld.

The two organisations have also agreed to
collaborate in the marketing of their prod-
ucts. Through sharing its expertise in mar-
keting, the Heiveld has assisted Wupper-
thal to obtain reasonable prices for its
rooibos.

This arrangement will benefit not only the
growers, but also fair trade buyers who will
in future can be assured of supply of qual-
ity rooibos from small growers.

small-scale farmer organisations and Joint
Bodies gathered in Plettenberg Bay to
learn more about fair trade at a workshop
that was presented by the Environmental
Monitoring Group (EMG).

The workshop participants decided to
establish an organisation, which was for-
malised when AFIT’s constitution was
adopted at a founding meeting in Grabouw
in May this year.

A Management Committee was elected
and will serve for two years.




Telephone: ++27 (0)27 492 3417
Fax: ++27 (0)27 492 3720
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Soon we will be a registered Co-operative!!

Since our organization was formed in 1998, we have oper-
ated as a voluntary association. We have realized that this is
not a strong legal entity, and is not well suited to running a
business.

In order to strengthen our governance, we are in the process
of forming a registered Co-operative. In South Africa, co-
operatives are regulated by the government and must abide
by strict procedures.

We believe that this will bring a number of benefits to our
members, including giving more clarity on rules of member-
ship and governance, stricter regulation of finance and regu-
lar audits to a high standard. A co-operative can also enter
into more legally binding contacts than an association, which
is good news for members as well as for clients!

Wupperthal Rooibos would like to say a
warm welcome to all potential traders
of our fairly produced organic product.

From 2006 we plan to market Wupper-
thal rooibos direct to fair traders in
Europe and North America. We are
currently building up a data base of
potential trading partners, and encour-
age you to get in touch with us.

You can correspond with the Chairper-
son via fax or e-mail. Alternatively, if
you are visiting South Africa you are
welcome to arrange an appointment
with the Wupperthal Rooibos Commit-
tee to discuss marketing opportunities.

We are looking forward doing business
with you!

Our contact details are as follow:
The Chairperson

Wupperthal Rooibos Tea Association
Telephone: ++27 (0)27 492 3417
Fax: ++27 (0)27 492 3720

E-Mail: info@wupperthal.co.za




